THE LIFE OF GENERAL BOOTH

CHAPTER I

THE  TIMES  INTO  WHICH  OUR  HERO   WAS  BORN
1829

FROM a study of the Nottingham Date Book it would seem
that the unchronicled occurrence of William Booth's birth
in 1829 was preceded and accompanied by events almost
as horrible and alarming as any that ever intimidated the
decent inhabitants of a civilized English town.

Nature at that time showed her most ferocious face to
the midland capital; and man, who is said to begin where
nature ends, seems to have had no difficulty in exceeding
these excesses of environment.

It was a period of tremendous storms and of horrible
brutality: of thunder, lightning, and devastating rains: of
hideous crimes and outrageous destitution. Nine months
before the birth of William Booth the town was swept and
flooded by the most angry tempest within living memory;
three days after his birth immense masses of rock gave way
both in the centre of the city and in the then neighbouring
hamlet of Sneinton, plunging down in many hundreds of
tons upon the houses beneath. A more or less formal
revival in the religious life of the city which marked the
year of the great rivivalist's birth may have been due in
no small part to these alarming occurrences. Many churches
and chapels in 1829 were restored, repaired, or reopened
for public worship, the local dignitaries taking a ceremonial
part in some of the celebrations which marked these efforts
either to appease the heavens or to Christianize the people.

Two years before, the town had been deeply shocked
by the discovery of a gang of resurrection men in its midst
who went about at night " despoiling the sanctuaries of the
dead." So sharply did this disclosure agitate and excite